
       Recreation Commission 
Wednesday, June 10, 2026 

6:15 PM 
 

A meeting of the Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, June 10, 2026, at the Youth Center 
located on Pike Street.  The meeting was called to order at 6:18pm.  The following were in attendance: 
 
John Faggione, Director    Sean Addy  
Debbie Cunningham    Dawn Jones 
Melissa Newhauser     Brandy Figueroa                  
Alphonso Jones, Youth Member    
 
Absent: Cory Puopolo, Chairman, Austin Wilson, Vice Chairman, Collin O’Connell, Liaison, Madison 
Dobbs, Youth Member  
                                                                                                                                                                        
Approval of Report and Minutes of May 2026 
A motion to approve the minutes and report for May was made by Brandy and seconded by Melissa. All 
in favor:  
 Aye: 5  Nay: 0  Absent: 2 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Youth Report 
Some students from Track have made it to states. The high school recently had signing day for students 
playing sports in college. 
 
New Business 
New employees will be attending a CPR class on June 13th.  This may likely be a new policy in the 
handbook next year. 
 
John reviewed the Youth Center schedule for the remainder of June. The Youth Center will be closed on 
June 25th and June 26th.  Staff will be here on June 25th to prepare for the summer program. 
 
The Beach is scheduled to open on June 26th.  
 
The Summer Program will begin on June 29th.  John has been receiving many phone calls and emails 
from parents wanting to sign their children up.   
 
The Food Truck Festival is scheduled for July 2nd.  John will need volunteers for parking and the ticket 
table. 
 
There are 33 people who signed up for the Mets game on 7/31, and 33 people signed up for the Bronx 
Zoo trip on 8/14. 
 



John made reservations for a Jets field trip on October 25th.  Tickets will include bus, ticket, and tailgate. 
 
Culinary Camp will be offered from 7/13-7/17 9am-3:30pm for 6 kids ages 11-14.  Field Trips to local 
restaurants will be incorporated into this camp. 
 
All the trees along Church Street Park, on Orchard Ave, have been cut down, in preparation for the 
Church St. Renovation Project to start later this summer/early fall. The retaining walls next to the 
basketball and tennis courts  will need to be repaired before the new courts are installed. John will be 
working with our DPW staff to demo the existing courts and repair the retaining walls. 
 
There is no update on the Riverside DRI.  John is hoping for more information in July.  John is waiting for 
the RFP for park design to be completed by Jim Farr.   
 
The Girls Scouts Heart of Hudson would like to use Riverside Park for a recruitment day on 6/20.  A 
request to use Riverside Park on 6/26 from 2pm-4pm for a private memorial was made, pending 
insurance.  Fowler Street Church and Milford Church would like to collaborate and hold a worship event 
at Riverside Park in July. A motion to approve the use of Riverside Park was made by Sean and seconded 
by Dawn.  All those in favor: 
 Aye: 5  Nay:  0  Absent:  2 
 
The Grace Fellowship Church would like to use the Youth Center for a Licola Academy once a week, for 
8-12 weeks, starting in July.  They will be meeting in the evenings.  This is an OCYB funded program.  It 
was asked if this program would be a conflict with the ACT group.  John will schedule accordingly. A 
motion to approve the use of the Youth Center for the Licola Academy was made by Brandy and 
seconded by Debbie.  All those in favor: 
 Aye:  5  Nay:  0  Absent:  2 
 
Warrior Extreme Cheer has requested the use of Church St. Park for their summer practices.  Candy 
Cane Preschool has requested the use of Riverside Park for their preschool graduation on 6/25 at 
9:30am.  A motion to approve the use of Riverside was made by Austin and seconded by Dawn. All those 
in favor: 

Aye:  6  Nay:  0  Absent: 1 
 

Old Business 
The Splash Pad opened on 5/26 and is open 7 days a week 11am-7pm. 
 
The Midnight Madness event had a great turnout. 
 
Madison will be graduating and we would like to invite her to the August meeting to thank ger for her 
time served.  John has been given the name of a possible replacement.  
 



 
Motion to Adjourn 
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:52 was made by Sean and seconded by Brandy.                                 
All those in favor: 
 Aye: 5  Nay: 0  Absent: 2 
 

NEXT MEETING:   
No meeting in July 2026.  

The next meeting is Wednesday, August 12, 2026 – 6:15 PM – Youth Center 
 
 

 

 



Director of Recreation Report 
June 2026 

 
West End Beach- With the help of maintenance staff we were able to prepare the beach 
and open on Friday, June 26th. The beach schedule is- Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays 
12 noon- 6pm and weekends 11am-6pm. The beach is closed on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. The beach will close for the season on Thursday, August 20th (closing date 
may change depending on lifeguard availability). This season we are charging $15 per car 
to park on weekends and July 3rd for non-city residents. 
 

SUMMER PROGRAM 2026 
 
Playgrounds – Summer Youth Programs at the park will begin June 29th. This summer 
we are opening Church Street Playground. The playground hours are 9:00am-3:00pm. 
FREE lunch is offered daily at 12 pm at Church St. beginning July 6th. The summer 
playground program will finish Friday, August 7th. Special events at the playground 
include – Street Hockey, Basketball, Dodgeball, Wiffleball/Pickleball, Kickball, and 
Special Event Fridays. Participants are encouraged to speak to Playground Supervisors 
for more details.  
 
Youth Center - The Youth Center Summer Program will also begin on June 29 and will 
be open Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-4:30 and Fridays 9:00am-4:00pm June 29th- - 
through August 7th. After the summer program ends the Youth Center schedule will be 
modified. Special Events at the Youth Center this summer are as follows: Monday- 
Gameday, Tuesday – Bowling/Movie Day, Wednesday – Walking Wednesday, Thursday 
–Arts and Crafts, and Friday – Fun Friday.  
 
Note: We are offering both indoor (Youth Center) and outdoor (Church St.) locations this 
summer for our Summer Program. Kids will be able to participate at either location or 
both if they choose. The two locations offer different activities to accommodate as many 
young people as possible. 
 
Summer Lunch – The summer lunch program will begin on July 6th and end on August 
6th. Lunches will be served each weekday at 12 pm at the Youth Center, and Church 
Street Park. The Port Jervis School District will prepare lunches. This is the 31st summer 
we are participating in this program. Over the past thirty years we have served close to 
27,500 lunches. Lunches are FREE of charge and for all children 18 years and younger. 
 
Food Truck Festival and Fireworks Show- Our 4th annual Food Truck Festival will be 
held on Thursday, July 2nd at Riverside Park between 5 pm- 10 pm. Cost to enter is $5 
(children 12 and younger are free). Live music all night long and our Fireworks Display 
is scheduled for approximately 9:40 pm. From Pt. Peter!! July 2nd should be a fun 
evening in Port Jervis!! THIS EVENT IS CANCELED IN 2026 DUE TO EXTREME 
HEAT. FIREWORKS WILL STILL OCCUR FROM POINT PETER AT 
APPROXIMATELY 9:35 PM.  
 



 
 
Field Trips –  
NY Mets baseball game on Friday, July 31st - cost is $95 per person. Tickets are still 
available 
 
The Bronx Zoo on Friday, August 14th - cost is $75 per person. Tickets are still available. 
 
Free Concerts in Veterans Park- The Broome Street Marching Band and Brassanova 
will perform at Veterans Park on Monday, June 1st at 7pm. The Broome Street Wind 
Ensemble will perform two free concerts at Veterans Park on Mondays, June 29th, and 
July 27th at 7pm. In case of inclement weather, concerts will be held at Drew Methodist 
Church. Concerts are sponsored by Port Jervis Recreation. 
 
Outdoor Movies at Riverside Park- In partnership with the River City Church we will 
be offering a FREE outdoor movie this summer. The movie date is August 28th. The 
movie title is TBA. Arrive at 7:00 pm and the movies will start at sundown. Bring 
blankets, chairs, and snacks! 
 
FYI- 

1. The Church St. Splash Pad is open daily 11am-7pm. 
2. CREST grant application for renovation of Church St. Park tennis and basketball 

courts is currently being prepared to be submitted to NYS. Senator Skoufiss has 
awarded the city $350,000 for this much needed project. We hope to begin work 
mid to late August of this year! More information to follow. 

3. The Riverside Park DRI grant is also underway. Engineer Jim Farr is working on 
completing the RFP for Landscape Architecture & Engineering Design Services: 
Riverside Park Revitalization. We hope to advertise this RFP by the end of July. 

4. The Orange County Youth Bureau grant application for 2027 funding has been 
released and the completed application is due back by July 30, 2026.    
 

 
 

FYI- NO RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING IN JULY. HAVE A GREAT 
SUMMER! 

 
 
 

 
NEXT MEETING: 

Wednesday, August 12, 2026 
6:00pm 
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