Recreation Commission
Wednesday, June 12, 2024
6:15 PM

A meeting of the Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, April 30, 2025 at the Youth Center
located on Pike Street. The meeting was called to order at 6:14pm. The following were in attendance:

John Faggione, Director Sean Addy-Vice-Chairman
Dawn Jones Debbie Cunningham
Cory Puopolo Brandy Figueroa

Ayden Smedley, Na’Shawn Campbell, Youth Members
Absent: Stan Buczek, Melissa Newhauser-Chairman, Colin O’Connell, Liaison

Approval of Report and Minutes of March 2025
A motion to approve the minutes and report for March was made by Sean and seconded by Dawn. All in
favor:

Aye:5 Nay:0 Absent: 2

Public Comment
None

Youth Report
Na’Shawn provided the committee members with a print out of the upcoming events for seniors. He

mentioned the start-up of the boys’ baseball and girls’ softball season. Ayden discussed the plans for
this year’s prom to be held on May 7.

New Business

e John reported that member Stan Buszek has handed in his letter of resignation from the Recreation
Commission due to a move out of the city. John asked for a motion to accept Stan’s resignation and
appoint Austin Wilson to fill the seat.

A motion was made by Corey and seconded by Brandy to approve this motion. All in favor:
Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 2

e John reported that there will be a Multicultural Night held in the High School Gym on May 1 and
The Rec Dept. will have a table set up to showcase programs and events and basically promote the
Recreation Program and Center.

e John noted that ACT will have performances at the Youth Center on May 2, 3 and 4th. They also will
be practicing for shows that are in the works for the future.

e The 31° Annual Delaware River Run will be this Sunday, May 4. There are 253 registered, T-shirts
are in- fruit, water medals and trophies will be there on Sunday. Helpers are asked to be there by
7AM for check in. John stated that the Food Truck will be available again this year and that the Erie
will give 10% off their Sunday Brunch to any racer showing their race bib.



e The Midnight Madness Relay will take place on May 31-Jun1 at Elks-Brox Park from 6PM to 6AM.
There will be a beer/alcohol vendor and a food truck. Foundry 42 will be there in the morning with
coffee and pastries, ShopRite has donated fruit, bagels and water. There will be music and movies.
Monies raised will go to the Port Jervis Ambulance Corp and American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention and ACT Through Music.

e John reported that the East Main Elementary School will resume their walking tour for 2" graders
on June 13™. Part of the tour will be at the Rec Center where the students will see what is done
here and what the center offers the youth of the city.

e A motion to approve Seasonal Summer Staff:

Senior Recreation Leaders: Mike Cordisco
Amaya Townsend
Recreation Leaders: Penny Jones
Jaren Rodriguez
Lifeguard: Yaveth Gonzalez
Lifeguard Sub: Josh Maillet
Returning beach attendants: Harry Tomasi, Penny Jones, Connor Brace, Bryn Hendershot
e Flyers are completed (1600 copies) and will be distributed to elementary and middle schools.
They will also be posted on the city website, Nixle, Parent Square and the School District
Website.

e Re DRI: The city has received the contract and paperwork to review and sign, enabling things to get
started by the end of June with a projected 5-year completion.

e John reported that city consultant, Johnathon Drapkin, has agreed to hold public listening sessions
promoting a plan for getting money from the state for Recreation. Session one will be held at the
Youth Center for students to give their input. The second session will be for senior citizens to listen
to their needs and wants and the third and fourth session will be for anyone to attend.

Old Business

e John reported that the Splash Pad at Church St. Park is ready to go. Trees have been trimmed, new
lights are ready to be installed, benches have been removed and eventually a new pavilion will be
erected.

e John reported that the West End Beach bathhouse’s block work has been completed and workers
are waiting for the door to be delivered. It is moving quickly.

e John reported that the April events, -the candy dash, and Arbor Day at Mother’s Park were
successful and that the clean-up was cancelled.

e Youth Center update: 65 unduplicated attendance with 1,671 total since January 1, 2025.

Motion to Adjourn
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 was made by Dawn and seconded by Corey.
All those in favor:

Aye: 5 Nay: O Absent: 2




NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, June 11, 2025 - 6:15 PM - Youth Center



Director of Recreation Report
April 2025

31%* Annual Delaware River Run

This year’s race will be held on Sunday, May 4, 2025. As of April 30- 253 are registered.
We are looking forward to this being another successful event. We will be celebrating
with Dave’s Devil Dogs Food Truck, and Erie is offering 10% off the total Sunday
Brunch bill for race participants. Next year’s race will be held on May 3, 2026- The 32™
Annual Delaware River Run.

Park Maintenance

We are patiently awaiting the arrival of our seasonal maintenance staff. We will have our
full staff on board by mid to late May. We have already begun to prepare the parks and
playgrounds for the spring. The swings, tennis nets and basketball nets are up. Picnic
tables are out, and we have placed more garbage cans in the parks. Lights are on at
Church St. basketball courts and tennis courts. We have a lot of work ahead of us this
summer. Please keep me informed if you see that work needs to be done at any of the
parks.

Summer Program 2025

We are in the finishing stages of the summer recreation program, and we will have the
printed program available by May 12. We are also advertising our program on the City’s
webpage and the School District’s webpage. This six-week summer program will start
Monday, June 30" and end on Friday, August 8. Staff are being assembled as we speak
and will be in place by May 2025.

West End Beach

We plan to open West End Beach for the season on Thursday, June 27th. The beach will
be open for 8 weeks and will close on Thursday August 21st. The schedule for this
season will be the same as it was in 2024. The beach will be open 11 am- 6 pm on
weekends and July 4. The beach will be open Monday, Thursday, and Friday 12 pm-6
pm, The beach will be closed Tuesday and Wednesday. The fee to park a car is $15 per
car for weekends and 4™ of July.

Spring Clean Up
This year’s Spring Clean Up- scheduled for April 12, 2025, was cancelled due to poor
weather conditions.

Easter Candy Dash

We had a good turnout for the Easter Candy Dash on April 19th, 2025, at Church Street
Park. Approximately 50 kids attended. Kids dashed for candy and enjoyed a special visit
from the Easter Bunny.




Arbor Day Ceremony
This year’s Arbor Day was held at Mother’s Park on Church St. and Hammond St. A new
park sign, benches and picnic table were also added to the park along with two new trees.

Youth Center
Recreation Room attendance continues to remain steady. 20-25 kids attend daily with
total attendance of 1671 since January 1.

Project Updates:

1. Renovation of the West End Bathhouse continues. New block has been laid down,
trusts are up and the roof should be completed soon. At that point we will
continue with the inside work.

2. Splash Pad at Church St. is moving along. The splash pad area is ready, and
installation will begin soon.

3. New Park signs to go up at John Glenn Park, Chris Marion Park and West End
Beach later this spring.

4. Along with city consultant Johnathon Drapkin, the Rec Dept. will be looking to
hold public listening sessions promoting a plan for a new Recreation Center.
Session one will be held at the Youth Center for students to give their input. The
second session will be for senior citizens to listen to their needs and wants and the
third and fourth sessions will be for anyone to attend. Dates and times TBA.

Important Dates to remember....

1. The Youth Center Recreation Room will be closed May 23" and 26 for
Memorial Day weekend and Thursday, June 19, Juneteenth.

2. The 2" Jim Faggione Jr. Midnight Madness Relay is set for May 31-June 1 in
Elks-Brox Park.

3. West End Beach opens Thursday, June 26 at 12 pm.

4. Food Truck Festival at Riverside Park and Fireworks Display from Point Peter-
July 3 starting at 5 pm (fireworks will go off approximately 9:30 pm). More
information can be found at https://pjfoodtruckfireworks.org/.

5. The Summer Youth Recreation Program begins on Monday, June 30, 2025, at 9
am.

6. Summer Field Trips: Liberty Science Center- July 18, 2025, and a New York
METS Baseball Game- Friday August 1, 2025- THIS TRIP IS SOLD OUT.

NEXT MEETING:
Wednesday, June 11, 2025
6:15pm
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