
Recreation Commission 
 

Wednesday, June 11, 2025 
5:30 PM 

 
A meeting of the Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, June 11, 2025, at the Youth Center 
located on Pike Street.  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.  The following were in attendance: 
 
John Faggione, Director    Austin Wilson 
Sean Addy, Vice-Chairman    Debbie Cunningham 
Colin O’Connell, Liaison    Dawn Jones 
Ayden Smedley, Youth Member   Brandy Figueroa 
 
Absent:  Melissa Newhauser- Chairman, Cory Puopolo                                                                                                                                                                     
Na”Shawn Campbell, Youth Member 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Youth Report 
Ayden reported graduation dates for high school as well as BOCES graduation. 
 
Approval of Report and Minutes from April 2025 and Report from May 2025 
A motion to approve the minutes and report for April and the report from May was made by Debbie and 
seconded by Dawn. All in favor:  
 Aye:  5  Nay:  0  Absent:  2 
 
New Business 
 
• John reviewed the dates for the summer program.  The program will be closed on July 4th.  The 

beach is scheduled to open on 6/26.  The Department of Heath visit has been scheduled.  Lifeguard 
certification classes are completed.  John reviewed the hours of operation for the beach.  

• The Avril Lavigne concert trip at Bethel Woods has been cancelled due to low interest.  The Liberty 
Science Center trip scheduled for 7/18 still has tickets available and the Mets trip on 8/1 is sold out. 

• The 30th Anniversary for the Youth Center will be held on 7/10 at 1:15 here at the Youth Center.  
John will invite the Mayor, Common Council, and Senator Skoufis.  The Commission is invited to stop 
in for the celebration.  

• The work on the Splash Pad has been going well.  The new pavilion has been approved but has a 11–
12-week installation period. It will not be ready for the opening of the splash pad. 

• The renovations to the West End bathhouse are going well and are almost complete. The interior 
just needs finishing. John thanked the DPW for their hard work on this project. 

• An electrical shed  will be installed at Veteran’s Park like the one next to the downtown fountain.  



• John explained the different programs and bonds available to apply for to help with the renovations 
and repairs to Church Street and the possibility of a new Recreation Center.  There will be a listening 
session following the meeting to hear ideas from the public. 

• A large tree was taken down and removed from Farnum. 
• Since both youth members are graduating, we will be searching for new members.  John asked 

everyone to keep that in mind for September’s meeting.  Please bring recommendations. 

Old Business 
• The Midnight Madness Relay went great.  188 people participated.  The 3rd Midnight Madness has 

been scheduled for 5/30/2026.  
• The Delaware River Run had a great turnout on May 4th. 
• The city is waiting to hear from the state regarding the Riverside DRI project.  
• Volunteer help is needed on 7/3 for the Food Truck Festival.  Volunteers need to be there at 4pm.  

There will be 33 food trucks and 4 bands. 
• A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Sean and seconded by Dawn.  All those in favor: 

Aye: 5  Nay:  0  Absent:  2 

 
 NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 
 August 13, 2025, at 6:00PM  

 



Director of Recreation Report 
June 2025 

 
West End Beach- With the help of maintenance staff and lifeguards we were able to 
prepare the beach and open on Thursday, June 26th. The beach schedule is- Mondays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays 12 noon- 6pm and weekends 11am-6pm.  The beach will also be 
open 11 am- 6 pm on July 4. The beach is closed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. The 
beach will close for the season on Thursday, August 21st.  (closing date may change 
depending on lifeguard availability). This season we are charging $15 per car to park on 
weekends and July 4th for non-city residents. The newly renovated bathhouse will be 
completed and ready by the 4th of July. Thank you to our DPW crew for their 
outstanding work renovating this building. 
 

SUMMER PROGRAM 2025 
 
Playgrounds – Summer Youth Programs at the park will begin June 30th. This summer 
we are opening Church Street Playground. The playground hours are 9:00am-3:00pm.  
FREE lunch is offered daily at 12 pm at Church St. beginning July 7th.  The summer 
playground program will finish Friday, August 8th. Special events at the playground 
include – Street Hockey, Basketball, Dodgeball, Wiffleball/Pickleball, Kickball, and 
Special Event Fridays.  Participants are encouraged to speak to Playground Supervisors 
for more details.     
 
Youth Center - The Youth Center Summer Program is operating under is the same as the 
playgrounds except the Youth Center will be open Monday-Friday 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
June 30th- - through August 15th. After the summer program ends the Youth Center 
schedule will be modified. Special Events at the Youth Center this summer are as 
follows: Monday- Gameday, Tuesday – Special Events, Wednesday – Arts and Crafts, 
Thursday –Special Events, and Friday – Bowling/Movie Day.   
 
Note: We are offering both indoor (Youth Center) and outdoor (Church St.) locations this 
summer for our Summer Program. Kids will be able to participate at either location or 
both if they choose. The 2 locations offer different activities to accommodate as many 
young people as possible. 
 
Summer Lunch – The summer lunch program will begin on July 7th and end on August 
7th.  Lunches will be served each weekday at 12 pm at the Youth Center, and Church 
Street Park.  Lunches will be prepared by the Port Jervis School District.  This is the 30th 
summer we are participating in this program.  Over the past twenty-nine years we have 
served close to 27,000 lunches.  Lunches are FREE of charge and for all children 18 
years and younger. 
 
Food Truck Festival and Fireworks Show- Our 3rd annual Food Truck Festival will be 
held on Thursday, July 3rd at Riverside Park between 5 pm- 10 pm. Cost to enter is $5 
(children 12 and younger are free). Live music all night long and our Fireworks Display 



is scheduled for approximately 9:30 pm. From Pt. Peter!! July 3 should be a fun evening 
in Port Jervis!! 
 
Field Trips –  
Liberty Science Center on Friday, July 18- cost is $65 per person. Tickets are still 
available. 
NY Mets baseball game on Friday August 1st - cost is $115 per person. Trip is sold out. 
 
Farnum Park Concerts have moved to Riverside- The Broome Street Wind Ensemble 
Band will be performing 3 FREE concerts in a new location this summer. Concerts will 
be held on June 30th, July 14th, and July 28th. The concert time is 7:00 pm. Concerts are 
FREE of charge. PLEASE NOTE THE JULY 14 CONCERT WILL BE AT 
VETERAN’S PARK ON PIKE STREET. 
 
Outdoor Movies at Riverside Park- In partnership with the River City Church we will 
be offering a FREE outdoor movie this summer. The movie date is July 30th.  The movie 
title is TBA. Arrive at 7:00 pm and the movies will start at sundown.  Bring blankets, 
chairs, and snacks! 
 
FYI- 

1. The Church St. Splash Pad Grand Opening is scheduled for Thursday, July 10, 
2025, at 11:00 am at Church Street Park. We are extending an invitation to all of 
you to join us on July 10. 

2. On June 30, 2025, the Port Jervis Youth/Community Center marked its 30th 
Anniversary! In honor of this remarkable achievement, we are planning a small 
but appropriate 30th Anniversary celebration on Thursday, July 10, 2025, at 1:15 
pm at the Youth/Community Center. We chose this time since we are currently in 
our summer schedule, and we will have students present at this time to enjoy the 
celebration. We are extending an invitation to all of you to join us on July 10.   

3. We are excited to announce that we will be pursuing grant money from the NY 
State B.R.I.C.K.S. program- New York Building Recreational Infrastructure for 
Communities, Kids and Seniors (NY BRICKS). This grant application will be to 
construct a NEW Recreation Center here in Port Jervis! More information to 
follow in the coming weeks and months.  

 
 

FYI- NO RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING IN JULY. HAVE A GREAT 
SUMMER! 

 
 
 

 
NEXT MEETING: 

Wednesday, August 13, 2025 
6:00pm 
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