
Recreation Commission 
Wednesday, August 11, 2026 

6:00 PM 
 
A meeting of the Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, August 11, 2026, at the Youth Center 
located on Pike Street.  The meeting was called to order at 6:09 pm.  The following were in attendance: 
 
John Faggione, Director    Dawn Jones 
Melissa Newhauser     Cory Puopolo, Chairman (via Phone) 
Colin O’Connell, Liaison     Austin Wilson 
Alphonso Jones, Youth Member   James Lynch, Youth Member    
  
Absent:  Brandy Figueroa, Vice Chair, Sean Addy, Debbie Cunningham                                                                                                                                                               
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Youth Report 
None 
 
Approval of Report and Minutes from June 2026 and the report from July 2026. 
A motion to approve the minutes and report for June and the report from July was made by Melissa and 
seconded by Dawn All in favor:  
 Aye:  4  Nay:  0  Absent:  3 
 
New Business 
John welcomed James Lynch to the meeting.  John recommended that James be our newest Youth 
Member. James will replace Madison Dobbs as she will be attending college in the fall. A motion to 
appoint James as a Youth Member to the Recreation Commission was made by Melissa and seconded by 
Austin.  All those in favor: 
 Aye:  4  Nay:  0  Absent:  3 
 
39 people signed up for the Bronx Zoo trip on 8/14.  The weather looks good and should be a great day.   
 
John reviewed the updated schedule for the Youth Center for this week and the remainder of the 
summer.  
 
Echo Grace Church has requested the use of the Youth Center to host a 12th Rock Locola Academy for 8-
12 weeks beginning in September.  The program concentrates on life skills and leadership and is held 
once a week for 90 minutes.   
The Echo Grace church would also like to use Riverside Park on 10/24 for a Trunk or Treat. 
Forward UK Soccer has requested the use of Riverside Park on Thursdays and Saturdays for their soccer 
program to begin on 9/10.   
The Social Care Network of Orange County has requested the use of the facility to hold an 
informational/screening regarding services that families and individuals may be eligible for. Dawn 
suggested that maybe they set up a table at the Trunk or Treat to reach more families and to be more 
visible to the public. 



 
A motion to approve the facility requests was made by Dawn and seconded by Austin.  All those in favor: 
 Aye:  4  Nay:  0  Absent:  3 
 
Mike Cordisco will be recognized at the Common Council meeting on 8/25 at 6:15 for his 40+ years of 
working with the Recreation Department.  This was Mike’s final summer with the department. 
 
The Church Street renovation project was approved, and demo should begin next week.  The expected 
completion date will be dependent on the weather. 
 
Jim Farr completed the RFP for the DRI and we are waiting for the state to review and approve it. 
 
John reviewed plans for the current skatepark at Riverside Park, which include removing it to safeguard 
against any kind of injury due to the condition of it.  It would not make it monetarily wise to repair it to 
have to remove it when the DRI project will be starts in the future. 
 
The Halloween Parade is scheduled for 10/24 with a rain date being 10/31.   
 
The Jets Game field trip is scheduled for 10/25. 
 
John is going to be contacting commission members to get their shirt sizes so that the commission can 
wear Recreation shirts to the Rec sponsored events. 
 
The mayor has asked for 1 commission member to be a part of the BOA Committee.  John will send an 
email to the commission with more information. 
 
Old Business 
The Food Truck Festival was cancelled on July 3rd due to extreme heat.  The firework display was a hit.  
Next year’s show is scheduled for 7/2/27. 
 
John gave an update for the Summer Program.  Church Street attendance was low as the Youth Center 
attendance was very high.  There is a need to address safe numbers for next summer’s program. 
 
40 people attended the Mets game on 7/31 and had a great time. 
 
The Splash Pad will be open through Labor Day and maybe longer if the weather allows it. 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:45pm was made by Melissa and seconded by Austin.  All those in 
favor: 
 Aye:  4  Nay:  0  Absent:  3 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 

September 9, 2026, at 6:15PM 
 



Director of Recreation Report 
August 2026 

 
Summer Youth Program Church Street Park(June 29th- August 7th) 
Our 6-week Summer Youth Program ended on Friday, August 7, 2026. The summer 
schedule was Monday-Friday 9:00 am-3:00 pm at Church Street and 9:00am-4:30pm at 
the Youth Center. Church St. attendance and participation was low again. We are 
confident that with the renovation of Church St. Park this fall, with a brand-new 
basketball facility, tennis courts and pickle ball courts- next summer will bring renewed 
interest and participation back to Church Street Park!  
 
 
Youth Center (June 29th - August 21st )   
The Youth Center’s hours of operation for the summer- were 9 am- 4:30 pm. These hours 
work great for the kids and parents that use the Youth Center. After August 7th, we 
continued to offer a reduced schedule to our community through August 21st. We closed 
the last week of August so the supervisors could clean, organize, and plan for the fall.  
Supervisors offered special events throughout the week keeping things safe and fun for 
the summer. THE YOUTH CENTER WAS PACKED JUST ABOUT EVERYDAY. WE 
AVERAGED CLOSE TO 45 KIDS PER DAY.  As you can see indoor, air conditioned, 
TV, video games, arts and crafts, Wi-Fi and other indoor activities have become very 
popular with youth.  Parents feel safer with their kids indoors. The Youth Center school 
hours of 2 pm- 6 pm will begin on September 3rd.  
 
WE also offered FREE lunch at both of our locations throughout our Summer Youth 
Program. Lunches were delivered to each site at 12noon. This program is funded by 
NYSED. Over the last 30 years we have served over 26,500 lunches.  
 
 
West End Beach (June 26th - August 20th). The weekends were very popular and 
brought in a busy crowd.  Weekdays continue steadily, not as busy as weekends. The 
beach closed for the season on August 20th. The beach was open Mondays, Thursdays 
and Fridays from 12 pm-6 pm and weekends from 11 am-6 pm. The beach was closed on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. On weekends we charged non-residents a $15 parking fee 
and at the end of the summer we generated close to $11,000 in parking revenue.  
Our beach staff did a great job on those busy weekend days. Beach attendants review all 
the rules, hand out rules (in English and Spanish) and hand out daily parking passes.  
 

 
Special Events 

  
Concerts in the Park 

• Broome Street Wind Ensemble Band performed- June 27, July 13 and July 27th    
 
Outdoor Movie Night at Riverside Park- Thanks to River City Church for sponsoring 
the outdoor movie at Riverside Park. The movie was held on August 28 starting at 7 pm. 



 
Field Trips- 
This past summer we were fortunate to take a field trip to the Bronx Zoo and to Citi Field 
in Queens NY to a NY Mets baseball game. 
 

1. NY Mets Baseball game on July 31st   – 40 people attended this game and had a 
great time. 

2. Bronx Zoo Trip was on August 14th - 39 people attended this trip and had a 
wonderful time.  

 
Church St Park Renovation Project 
Demolition has started at Church St. Park. We have started at the tennis court area. Lights 
and light poles have been removed, and the DPW crew is currently removing all the 
asphalt. The splash pad and basketball court remain open currently. We will move into 
the basketball court area after we have finished up in the tennis court area. Will update 
progress every month. 
 
Riverside Park DRI 
The RFP for Design and Engineering has been completed and has been issued. Everyone 
has been emailed the RFP. RFP schedule- Walkthrough on September 22, Proposals due 
on October 1 at 3 pm. Thank you to Jim Farr, Valerie Majinsky and Stacey Hosking for 
all their help putting the RFP together and advertising it. Will update more in September. 

 
FYI 

 
1. The Youth Center Recreation room is open Monday-Thursday 2 pm- 6 pm. And 2 

pm- 5:30 pm Fridays, starting September 3rd. 
2. The 2nd Big Orange 10M and 10K race will be held October 18, 2026.   
3. The 78th Halloween Parade is scheduled for October 24 with a rain date of 

October 31. Parade line-up will be at 3:00 pm on Hammond Street in front of City 
Hall with the parade at 3:30 pm. This event is co-sponsored by the Elk Lodge 
#645 

4. The annual NY Jets football game field trip is scheduled for October 25th.       
5. Fall Clean Up is anticipated for November  -- at Veterans Park at 10 am. 

 
 

Next meeting- September 16th, 2026- 6:15 pm. 
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