
Recreation Commission 
Wednesday, October 8, 2025 

6:15pm 
 

A meeting of the Port Jervis Recreation Department was held Wednesday, October 8, 2025, at 6:15pm.  
The meeting was called to order at 6:17pm.  The following were in attendance: 
 
John Faggione, Director   Dawn Jones   
Melissa Newhauser, Chairperson Austin Wilson 
Debbie Cunningham   Cory Puopolo 
Brandy Figueroa 
                                                                        
Absent: Sean Addy, Vice Chairperson Madison Dobbs, Youth Member, Alphonso Jones, Youth Member, 
Colin O’Connell- Council Liaison 
 
Public Comment: 
None 
 
Public Hearing: 
None 
 
Approval of Reports and Minutes of September 2025 meeting: 
A motion to approve the minutes and report from September was made by Melissa and seconded by 
Dawn. All those in favor: 
 Aye:  6  Nay:  0  Absent: 1 
 
Executive Session: 
None 
 
New Business: 
The Fall Harvest Festival has been cancelled.   The PD is hoping to return it in 2026. 
 
The Big Orange 10 Mile/10K race is scheduled for 10/19.  John previewed the course with Wayne and 
has made a few slight changes.  There will be a final meeting with the race committee on 10/14.  The 
race will have an 8am start time at high school. 
 
Little Chefs will begin on 10/25 and run for 5 consecutive weeks. The class is full of 10 children ages 10-
13.  The theme this year is Tailgating.  Program starts at 10am-12pm. 
 
The Halloween Parade is set for 10/25.  Volunteers are needed at Farnum at 2:45pm.  The Elks are 
currently collecting candy for this event. 
 
The Youth Center will be hosting a Halloween party for middle school students on 10/30 from 6-8pm.  If 
the party goes well, John would like to host an event for this age group once a month.  John is going to 
contact the principal at the middle school to ask that a Parent Square be sent to parents to make them 
aware of the dance.  There is an announcement on the boards at school. 
 



The 7th and final Stone Challenge will be on 11/2 at 9am in Elks-Brox Park. 
 
The Fall Cleanup will be at Veteran’s Park on 11/8 at 10AM. 
 
 
Old Business 
The Splash Pad closed on 9/22.  It will be winterized soon. 
 
The Jets game, on 10/5, was a success.  48 people attended and had a great time. 
 
There are no updates regarding the Bricks Grant or Riverside Park DRI 
 
John gave the Youth Center update.  Attendance has been steady, and the supervisors are doing a great 
job.  We average 26-33 children per day, and duplicated attendance is 4,437. 
 
John reviewed volunteer possibilities for high school students in the rec room and mentioned the 
possibility of an adult volunteer in the future. 
 
John encouraged the commission to attend next month’s meeting as it will be our final meeting for the 
year and we will be having elections for Chairperson and Vice Chairperson. 
 
Youth Report: 
Dawn read the Youth Report- This week is Spirit Week and Homecoming/Dance.  There will be a college 
and career fair on Thursday, 10/9/2025 
 
Public Comment: 
None 
 
Next Meeting- Wednesday, November 12, 2025, at         
6: 15 pm at the Youth Center 
 
Adjournment: 
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:39 was made by Melissa and seconded by Debbie.  All those in 
favor: 
 Aye:  6  Nay:  0  Absent:  1 
 

 



Director of Recreation Report 
October 2025 

 
77th Halloween Parade 
The 77th Halloween Parade was held on Saturday, October 25, 2025. We had a beautiful 
day for a parade with approximately 250- 300 participants and volunteers! Thank you to 
Elks Lodge #645 for cosponsoring the parade and supplying the candy and awards! 
Thank you also to Shoprite of Westfall for donating apple cider and donuts. Of course, 
we couldn’t have the parade without the help of PJPD, PJ Ambulance Corp and PJ Rec 
Maintenance crew and Recreation Commission. Pictures from the parade can be found on 
our Facebook page- Port Jervis Recreation. See everyone next year at the 78th parade on 
October 24, 2026. 
 
Youth/Community Center 
The Youth Center is now operating on its new fall/winter schedule. The recreation room 
is open Monday- Thursday 2:00pm-6:00pm and Fridays 2:00 pm- 5:30 pm. . We average 
27 students per day and our overall attendance for October was 445students and 5,421 
students for the year.   
The following are changes made to the Youth Center Schedule and any upcoming Special 
Events: 
Election Day- Nov. 4th- CLOSED- RECREATION OFFICE IS OPEN 
Veteran’s Day Nov.11th – CLOSED. 
November 24-25- 11 am- 4pm 
November 26th through Nov 28th – CLOSED for Thanksgiving Break. 
 
Little Chefs PJ Rec  
Our cooking program started Saturday, October 25th and will end on November 22nd. 
The class has 9 exciting kids. This program is held at the Youth Center on Saturday 
(10/25, 11/1, 11/8, 11/15, and 11/22) mornings from 10:00 am- 12:00 pm. The program 
runs for 5 weeks. Kathy Potter will, once again, be our wonderful instructor.  
 
Halloween Party at the Youth Center 
On Thursday, October 30 staff at the youth Center held a costume Halloween party for 6-
7-8 grade students. Students listened to music, danced, played games and had a costume 
contest. 30 students attended and had a great time. Staff is now looking into an Ugly 
Sweater Christmas party for the middle school students in December. 
 
Parks/Playgrounds 
Parks and Playgrounds are in the process of being winterized. The bathrooms at Church 
Street, Riverside Park and West End have been or will be winterized soon.  Swings, 
picnic tables and garbage cans will slowly be removed and stored for the winter- this will 
be completed by Thanksgiving. The tennis nets at Church St. Park are still up but will be 
down and stored shortly as well.  
 
 
 



2026 Proposed Recreation Budget-  
The 2026 Recreation budget has been submitted. Will be asking the City Council and 
Mayor for funds to renovate Church St. Park tennis and basketball courts. The courts are 
in terrible shape and need to be replaced. This will be a priority project for the Rec. Dept.  
Will keep all posted.  
 
 
FYI.  
 
Dates and programs to remember…. 

1. The 7th (and final) Annual Port Jervis Stone Challenge is scheduled for Sunday 
November 2nd , 2025, in Elks Brox Park. This challenge is sponsored by The 
Outdoor Club of Port Jervis, Burn the Ships CrossFit, The Shop Tattoo, Shop Rite 
of Matamoras, and PJ Recreation. This year’s race will feature two courses- a 
beginner and advanced course. 

2. Fall Clean-Up on November 8, 2025. 10 am at Veterans Park.     
3. Recreation Commission elections to be held at the November meeting on 

November 12th. 
4. Santa’s Toy Box-TBD. 

   
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday November 12, 2025- 6:15 pm 
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